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KEY WORDS 


Love 
The Bible uses three different words to express 
what our one word "love" says. 


Epithumia (eros or lust) - anerotic, selfish love, 
a passionate yearning after a person or thing for 
self-gratification, often glamourized in films. 
Epithumia is a perversion of human emotion, a dis— 
ease like self-pity, jealousy, greed or conceit. 
It tyrannizes a person and destroys his judgment, 
his will and his freedom. (Cf. Romans 1:24-32). 


Philia (filial love) - the healthy affection as 
between husband and wife, parents and children, 
friend and friend. Philia is concerned about the 
welfare of the other person; it is selfish to the 
extent that it is given primarily to those for 
whom there is a natural liking. (Cf. Titus 2:4). 


Agape (charity) - this is the Christian virtue of 
I Cor. 13. It is important to understand that a 
natural liking for people is neither a virtue nor 
a sin, any more than likes or dislikes in food are 
virtue or sin (luke 6:27-38). One cannot be fond 
of all people, but that does not mean that one can 
not love them. Agape is not trying to manufacture 
affectionate feelings or saying people are nice 
when they are not. Agape is to desire the welfare 
of the other person as much as I desire my own. 
Enemies and obnoxious people are included in Jesus' 
injunction to "love thy neighbour as thyself". Do 
I love myself because I find myself g0 attractive? 
Only when I am humbled by a realization of the 
enormity of God's forgiving love to me in spite of 
my miserable sinfulness, will I begin to understand 
how I am toact toward my neighbour, whether he be. 
a member of my family who has annoyed me or the 
gypsy down the street who irritates me (Matt. 18: 

21-35). Treating my fellow man in that humble, 
forgiving spirit, I will also find him becoming 
more lovable, making it easier for both me and him 
to practise agape. 


Arnold Rakow. 


HISTORIC STATEMENTS OF OUR FAITH 


Ghe Formula of Goncord 


After the death of Martin Luther in February 1546, 
evil days overtook the Lutherans. Their defeat by 
the combined armies of Pope and Emperor in 1547 
resulted in the banishment of Lutheran pastors and 
imprisonment of Lutheran princes. Not until the 
Peace of Augsburg in 1555 was their religious lib- 
erty restored. 


But even worse was the religious controversy which 
divided Iutherans from 1547-77. Finally, after 
thirty years of internal dissention and doctrinal 
disputation, the issues were settled when the 
Formula of Concord, the last of the classic Luth-— 
eran confessions, was adopted. On 25 June 1580, 
fifty years to the day since the presentation of 
the Augsburg Confession, the Lutherans published 
the Book of Concord containing all their confess— 
ions and expressing their concord or agreement in 
doctrine. 


The Formula of Concord is divided into two parts, 
the Epitome and the Thorough Declaration, the 
former being anabstract of the latter and intended 
for study among laypeople in the congregations. 
Nowhere else is Lutheran teaching on Christ, the 
sacraments, sin, and salvation so precisely and 
so emphatically set forth. The Book of Concord 
was signed by some eight thousand clergy in 1577 
and 1578. 


of Testimonies", a list of quotations from the 


fathers of the ancient Church to assure the reader 
that the Lutheran Church has not introduced any 
new doctrine but is in full agreement, even in 
forms of language, with Holy Scripture and with 
what orthodox Christians have always believed, 


The Formula of Concord is the Confession which 
ELCE pastors have been studying for several years 
as the centre of their bi-monthly conferences. 
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My Faith at Work 


by 
A BAKER 


CHARLES F. LAWTON 


Demonstrator 
Bakery Supplies Firm 
London 


The greatest test of my faith was the four years I 
spent in hospital. Twelve major operations in 
eighteen months, three times all hope given up — 
my greatest help I found in Lutheran hymns [I had 
learned in my childhood at home and in our church 
school. 


Two of Paul Gerhardt's hymns, in particular, helped 
me through that long night of shadow. 


"COMMIT WHATEVER GRIEVES THEE 
Into the gracious hands 
Of Him who never leaves thee, 
Who heaven and earth commands, 
Who points the clouds their courses, 
Whom winds and waves obey, 
He will direct thy footsteps 
And find for thee a way". 


And the ninth stanza of "0 Sacred Head Now Wounded": 


"MY SAVIOUR, BE THOU NEAR ME 
When death is at my door; 
Then let Thy presence cheer me, 
Forsake me nevermore! 

When soul and body languish 


Oh, leave me not alone, 
But take away mine anguish 
By virtue of Thine own"! 


After one of the most difficult Operations, the 
Swiss surgeon said:"I have done all I can do; the 
rest is up to God". Once the crisis is over, how 
easy to forget to give thanks to One who is our 
Helper in our greatest need! 


Faith and Business 


Looking back over thirty years as a business man, 
my Christian conviction was not always an asset 
towards success. In my dealings with the public 
was always a question I had learned from my father: 
"Was the article I was selling worth the money I 
was charging for it"? 


The Witness of a Simple Table Prayer 


About eight years ago, wehad a business associate 
to lunch in our home. As usual, we said grace. A 
day or two later, we had a letter from him saying 
how impressed and happy he was to hear grace being 
said in our home and enclosing a donation for our 
church. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
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| Charles Lawton, Luther-Tyndale member, attended i 
| one of the two Lutheran elementary schools H 
| which flourished in London before the 1914-18 H 
| War. As the proprietor of a bakery in Black- | 
| friars Road, he won many baking awards, in 1948 } 
1 the British Baker Shield as the Champion Baker ; 
| of England and Wales. Interested in cycling | 
| since youth, he was the Official Starter of | 
H cycling events at the Olympic Games in London 
| in 1948. i 


FROM Visto tS 


KENTISH TOWN Rich blessings of 1959 Neighbourhood ~— 
Mission Visitation: seven children 
baptized in November, several new faces at church 
services ... good collection of toys for children 
in Hungary ... Ladies' Guild studies "The Life of 
St. Paul" under the guidance of Miss Marie Gutbrod 
"For God So Loved The World" programme chosen 

for Children's Christmas Eve Service. 


PETTS WOOD In response to requests, standard 

Epistles will provide sermon texts 
for new church year ... last year's series on the 
Old Testament ... special sermon "Perspective of 
Grace" to temper deep disappointment of congreg— 
ation over failure to secure Poverest Road site 
for church building ... youth celebrate Guy Fawke's 
night with bonfire, fireworks, sausages and cocoa 
to the accompaniment of mouth organ and guitar ... 
each member of Petts Wood Ladies' Guild had her 
duty allotted to prepare for Lutheran Women's Rally 
on 22 November ... seventeen ladies packed toys 
and clothing for Hungary. 


BROMLEY Church Services now taking place at 
YWCA ... small chapel with adjoining 
room, carpeted and cozy, for social activity ... 
Pastor Sims hopes that the more attractive and 
central premises will increase attendance ... 
Bromley ladies invite Petts Wood toa joint social 
where Mrs. Kelly's accordian,) led community sing- 
ing ... Mrs. Lucas crochetting Communion Cloth. 


GRINDON «Lutheran Film Week (1 - 7 November) 
attracted full house every night but 
not many new unchurched prospects ... these films, 
Pastor Jose reports, draw "a growing respect for 
Lutheranism amongst other church bodies"... fruit © 
and other foods given at Harvest Festival shared 
between two Old Folks' Homes ... pageant, panto- 
mime and children's parties planned for Christmas 
. tenders for building new church and parsonage 
should be in at the end of December. | 
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LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 


By Allan Jahsmann and 
Martin Simon PAY pe 


287 pages 


If you have little children in your home, you 
have been waiting for just this book. 200 
simple and original devotions written expressly 
for children by using everydaysituations and 
experiences youngsters know and really under- 
stand. Older children may read the devotions 
to the younger ones. The entire family worships 
together. Illustrations, large type. 


ONE HUNDRED BIBLE STORIES eS, pages 
18/- 


100 coloured illustrations. fhe beautifully 
coloured pictures will catch the attention of 
youthful eyes and impress the story on young 
hearts. 


A Bible story a page, withasuitable coloured 
picture and Scripture text on the opposite 
page. The text is the King James Version. 


A book for the home. Parents will find it an 
invaluable aid for imparting the Gospel story 
to their children. An excellent medium for 
bringing the treasured stories of the Bible to 
the youngest pupils. 


LITTLE FOLDED HANDS 
(New Edition) 48 pages 


By Allan Jahsmann 2/6 


Anew, revised collection of delightfully 
written prayers for children and suited for — 
the various activities which make upa child's 
day. Cheerful and meaningful full-colour 

pictures. Age level 6-9. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


OF THE 


Set 


"BRITISH LUTHERAN" 


I. GENERAL IMPRESSIONS 


Four short questions: 


1. Do you read the British Lutheran? 
2. Do you read every page of it? 

3. Do you think it serves its purpose? 
4. Which page do you read first? 


Now underline the word that expresses your opinion. 


1. I think it (should - should not) be printed. 

2. If printed, I would prefer (a larger — a smaller 
— the same) size and (fewer - more — same number ) 
of pages. 

3. I think the articles at present are (too short - 
too long - just right). 

4. I believe it (should - should not) carry paid 
advertisements. 


What type of article would you like to see stressed 
more in the future? 


Missions __, doctrinal __, news __, historical __, 
stewardship __, evangelism, devotional _. 


Yes 


IT. SERIES PAST AND PRESENT 


How would you rate these series which have appeared 
or are now appearing in the British Lutheran? 
Number them 1 — 8 according to your preference. 


1. Great Christians (e.g. "Augustine", "Wycliffe" ) 
2, Mission Fields (e.g. "Nigeria", "India") 
3. Biographies of ELCE Pastors 
4. Key Words (e.g. "Grace", "Sin", "Love") 
5. Historic Statements (e.g. "Augsburg Confession") 
6. Faith at Work (e.g. "Charles F. Lawton") 
7. Question and Answer 
8. From the Taff to the Tyne 
Iii. SERIES OF THE FUTURE 
Tick whether you be interested in a series on 
the following subjects. 
No 


Favorite Hymns 

Lutheran Customs 

Writers of the Bible 

. Men and Women of the Bible 
What Other Churches Teach 
Leaders in ELCE Congregations 
Great Modern Missionaries 

. Readers! Point of View 

. Letters to the Editor 


OCOOBDNIAOIh WM 


ANY OTHER IDEAS OR COMMENTS? 


AFTER YOU'VE SAID WHAT YOU THINK ..... 
Readers in Britain: hand this form to your pastor 
Readers Overseas: send it to the Editor 


The Rev. E. Geo. Pearce 
13 Twyford Avenue 
London N. 2, England 


THE CHRIST OF THE GOSPELS 
224 pages 
By William F. Beck 21/- 


A complete translation and harmonization of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The events of 
the life of Christ are chronologically ar- 
ranged, the text is in elementary English as 
it is spoken today. 


This book is a fine introduction to Bible 
Reading. Carefully translated from the original 
Greek, it reorganizes the piecemeal accounts 
of the Life of Christ as presented inthe four 
Gospels into a continuous story that gives a 
new understanding and perspective to the New 
Testament. 


MEDITATIONS 
FROM PORTALS OF HRAYER 


By 65 well~known Authors 


379 pages 
17/6 


Over the last twenty years,"Portals of Prayer" 
has proved a source of comfort and strength 
to countless individuals and families in this 
country and in far corners of the world. 


Favourite devotions from past issues have been 
incorporated inthis special 20th—Anniversary 
Edition. 


95 pages 


A CLOSER WALK WITH GOD | 
5/6 


By Elmer Kettner 


A study-guide for church groups directed at 
individuals who want to serve the Lord in His 
Church and in their personal lives. There are 
eight brief topics based on the theme, "A 
Closer Walk with God", with discussion ques-— 
tions included for group study. 


a-.-----—— Use this handy order form 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE LIMITED 
42 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON W.C.1 “ 


Please send me: 


SEDenee 


144 pages 


POWER THROUGH PRAYER 
18/- 


By Ronald W. Goetsch 


A guideline which will help the average Christ— 
ian develop a more effective, richer personal 
prayer life. 


DARWIN 
EVOLUTION AND CREATION | 28/- 


Edited by Paul Zimmerman 


Some of the questicns which this book answers 
for Christians: Can those who believe in God's 
creation accept any part of modern evolutionary 
theory? Are there "proofs" for divine creation 
other than the Bible? What are the arguments 
of the evolutionists? Are they infallible? 


LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD) @ 21/- 
ONE HUNDRED BIBLE STORIES @ 18/- 
LITTLE FOLDED HANDS @ 2/6 

THE CHRIST OF THE GOSPELS @ 21/- 
MEDITATIONS FROM PORTALS OF PRAYER @ 17/6 
A CLOSER WALK WITH GOD @ 5/6 

POWER THROUGH PRAYER @ 18/- 

DARWIN EVOLUTION AND CREATION @ 28/- 


I aaei see £ 


mo. THE. TYNE 


BOREHAMWOOD Total attendance of 111 at Harvest 

Festival services ... Autum Film 
Series attended by 329 in four showings ... new 
gravel on paths and fresh grass give the church 
grounds a pleasing appearance. 


RUISLIP "Blistered Feet" was the heading a 

local newspaper gave to its story of 
St. Andrews youth distributing 9,000 leaflets to 
advertise lutheran Film showings in October at 
South Ruislip Community Hall and at Cavendish Sports 
Ground Pavillion, half a mile north of the site 
where St. Andrew's Lutheran Church is now being 
built ... at both places goodresponse from people 
unconnected with the Lutheran Church ... Dr. Pearce 
reported his impressions of the meeting in July 
of the International lIutheran Women's Missionary 
League to members of the Ladies' Guila& 


SILVER SPADE FOR RUISLIP GROUND-BREAKING 


A chrome-plated spade was used to turn over 
the first ground for the new Lutheran Church 
of St. Andrew at a ceremony on the site at 
Whitby Road and Queen's Walk at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, 7 November. The spade which will 
be used for each new ELCE building project 
and suitably inscribed was donated by the 
successful bidders for the Ruislip project, - 
Messrs. R. & F. Daw. 


The first sod was turned by Dr. HE. G. Pearce, 
Chairman of the Executive Council, others by 
Councillor E. Daniell, Chairman of the Urban 
District Council of Ruislip-Northwood, Mr. 
George Humphreys, President of St. Andrews 
Lutheran Church, Mr. H. Burrows, senior 
founder member, and the Rev. Arnold Rakow, 
pastor. 


According to the Ruislip Post, one hundred 
people attended the ceremony. 


THEY PUT A BAN ON HOTPOT SUPPERS 


Pithead gear, huge mills like brick fortresses and 
unmade roads give the Lancashire town of Walkden 
the air of an industrial battlefield. 


Instinctively you expect to find a luxuriant growth 
of hotpot suppers, Christmas bazaars, and star 
performances of "The Messiah". 


These are exactly what you do not find at Walkden 
Congregational Church, a Victorianbuilding in the 
heart of the town. 


It abolished all such activities about two years 
ago and since then its membership, its income and 
its spiritual life have all improved. 


Collections used to average £6 a week. They have 
jumped to £25 weekly and the church has no money 
worries. 


Drained away 


"We found that all our energies were drained away © 
in organizing big sales of work to enable us to 
keep going", the minister, the Rev. Kenneth Cairns, 
told me. 


"We decided we were not really serving God by bak-— 
ing a cake for coffee morning, cooking a church 
hotpot, or selling soap at a bazaar. 


"Instead, we became one of the first congregations 
in this country to follow the Australianpattern 
of canvassing those who had been associated with 
the church and asking them to give time to teach 
in the Sunday School, help with the youth movement, 
visit the sick, paint the premises, or give money 
to carry on our work. 


"It has succeeded wonderfully. 


"Now when we meet for a gathering it is for fun and 
not scratching for pennies". 


News Chronicle, 30 November, 1959 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN TO ORGANIZE IN MAY 


Forty-nine Lutheran women from ELCE congregations 
and missions in Kentish Town, Tottenham, Ruislip, 
Borehamwood, Bromley and Petts Wood resolved to 
convene aspecial meeting for the formal organization 
of a national Lutheran women's league in May 1960. 
The meeting, under the chairmanship of Mrs. E. 
Barker of Christ Lutheran Church, took place on 
Sunday, 22 November, at Petts Wood Memorial Hall. 
The ladies discussed the purposes, the name, and 
possible projects. Mrs. McCullum described the work 
of the Lutheran Women's League of Australia, who 
were purchasing a microscope for the Lutheran Mis— 
sion Hospital in New Guinea, visited mental hospi- 
tals, the sick and the aged. The Rev.Roger Winger 
of Tottenham, pastoral advisor, led the candle-lit 
Vespers which concluded the Rally. 


1959 REFORMATION LECTURE 


“luther and the English Reformation" was the theme 
of the 1959 Reformation Lecture given at Luther- 
Tyndale on 31st October by the Rev. E. Geo.Pearce. 
Although neither Luther nor Melanchthon ever set 
foot in Britain, Lutheran influence on the faith 
and life of English Christianity was very consider— 
able and left large and indelible imprints in the 
English Bible and in the doctrine and liturgy of 
the Established Church. 


BRITISH LUTHERAN TO BE PRINTED 


From January 1960 onwards, the British Lutheran, 
duplicated since its inception in March 1956, will 
appear in printed form. The size and make-up will 
remain the same. The change was decided by the 
Executive Council on 9 November. The present pro- 
duction is 1500 copies per issue. 


In the same meeting, the Council adjusted the sal- 
aries of the pastors in their employ by a 7% rise 
in accordance with the Index of Wages which, the 
Ministry of Labour reports, has risen from 109 in 
1956 to 117 in 1959. 
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LONDON CONGREGATIONS SUPPORT HARLOW OPENING 


Teams of visitors and helpers from each of the 
London congregations and missions helped greatly 
to get the newest ELCE mission at Harlow off to a 
good start during the Film Festival Fortnight in 
the temporary hall at Harlow from 15-28 November. 
Ruislip is 41 miles from Harlow, Borehamwood. 28, 
Kentish Town and Tottenham 25, yet almost each 
night Lutheran people travelled these distances 
to help give a warm welcome to Harlow visitors 
attending the films. Both Pastor Hennig, resident 
Harlow minister, and Pastor Pearce expressed con- 
fidence in the future of the Mission. Attendance 
at the films ranged from 6 to 70, of whom a larger 
proportion than usual showed real interest in the 
Lutheran Church. 


SECOND CAMBRIDGE PASTOR ARRIVES — 


Mr. Rudolph Blank, 1959 graduate of Concordia Sem— 
inary, St. Louis, has taken over from Pastor N. E. 
Nagel the responsibility of Lutheran services in 
the Cambridge area. Mr. Blank, in accepting the 
temporary appointment, postponed his own plans for 
a year of study in mission methods at Heidelberg 
University. He will continue the services in Cam- 
bridge and at the U.S.A.F. base at Lakenheath and 
will also conduct Lutheran services in other Amer- 
ican military bases in East Anglia. A native of 
Chicago, Illinois, Mr, Blank will reside at the 
home of Mr. Jonathan Cremer, at 99, Mawson Road, 
Cambridge. 


LADIES DRESS DOLLS FOR HUNGARIAN CHILDREN 


Knitting or sewing clothes for dolls occupied the 
time of many ladies of ELCE congregations during 
the past few weeks. The unique project is part of 
the help programme of the Church to needy Lutheran 


families in Hungary. Many a Lutheran child in }: 


Hungary will have a happier Christmas because of 
the care of Lutheran women in Britain. 


10 


CAUACH EXTENSION FUND 
eR ices) 


Loans Donations 


KENTISH TOWN £4986 £ 74 
TOTTENHAM 1532 15 
RUISLIP 447 14 
SUNDERLAND 25 2 
PETTS WOOD 12 54 
_ BROMLEY 17 0 
BOREHAMWOOD 2 6 
GRINDON 59 9 
CARDIFF 507 0 
CAMBRIDGE 605 0 
OTHERS me ye 392 
Totals £8550 £566 

Grand Total £9116 


DATES FOR 1960 SYNOD AND FIRST BUDGET CONFERENCE 


The 1960 Synod will be held in Sunderland on 22-23 
April, accerding to a decision of the Executive 
Council at their meeting on 9 November. 


Also set was the date of the first Synodical bud- 
get Conference as authorized by the 1959 Synod. 
On 20 February two delegates from each congregation 


and mission (see page 16 Official Report 1959 Synod) 
will meet at 1.30 p.m. at 42 Museum Street, London 


to consider and approve the ELCE Budget proposed 
by the Executive Council. 

Deadline for the submission of resolutions to be 
debated at the 1960 Synod is 31 January 1960. 


All ELCE congregations and missions and other el- 
igible bodies should give early consideration to 
each of the above items. 
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WHAT IS MEANT BY "CONFESSIONAL SEAL"? 


The term "confessional seal" is used 
to denote the solemn obligation and 
pledge of a pastor not to disclose a 
matter that has been confessed to him 
in confidence. When a guilt—laden in-— 
dividual comes to a minister of Christ 
seeking release from his inner burden 
by baring his soul in contrite confession, the un—- 
derstanding is that this matter be kept strictly 
confidential, even if the pastor is called upon to 
state the content of the confession in a court of 
law. It has happened that judges have declared in 
contempt of court pastors unwilling to violate the 
confessional seal, but higher courts have usually 
reversed the verdict. 


Lest anyone think that our pastors thereby ‘become 
guilty of shielding lawbreakers, let it be said 
that a faithful minister of Christ will not merely 
hear the confession and absolve his client, but 
will first seek to assure himself that the indiv— 
idual is truly penitent, which may make necessary, 
if a crime against another person was committed, 
the straightforward counsel to give himself up to 
the authorities and to bear the consequences of 
his misdeed. But without the express conseut of 
the man concerned, a pastor is not at liberty to 
share the nature of the confession with anyone but 
must guard the secret with sealed lips. 


(From The Lutheran Witness) 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of England 
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